Tips for contacting your Congressperson

· When writing a letter…

· On the outside of the envelope, address your letter to “The Honorable ______.”

· Also, be sure to include your return address.

· In the salutation of your letter, refer to the individual as “Representative.”

· Be sure to mention your name; address; position in the public schools; number, title and sponsor of the bill you are writing about; if applicable, and why you support or oppose that bill.  Please remember to THANK them for considering your view!

· Be concise and straightforward.  One page is sufficient.

· Proofread carefully!
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Date:

Dear Congressman ________________________:

The passage of the “No Child Left Behind Act” in 2002 has set very high standards and expectations for public school students and employees.  NEA/NJEA are committed to the success of the Act, but remain concerned about the strict time frame and limited resources which support the goals of this legislation.

I am therefore requesting your help to ensure that the intent of the legislation is maintained by seeking the following amendments:
· Providing full funding for all requirements.

· Providing states with flexibility in measuring schools’ adequate yearly progress.

· Providing states with flexibility in applying sanctions to schools identified as “in need of improvement”.

· Providing that paraprofessionals be granted maximum flexibility in meeting requirements, and

· Defining “highly qualified teachers” under current state certification standards.

Thank you for your consideration of this critical issue.

______________________________________

______________________________________
